
4/5/22 Renewal
Apr 05 2022 

 

1.  Gen. 1:1, 11–13

2.  Gen. 8:13–17, 21, 22

Hymns: 513, 150, 458
 



In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. ...
  

And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the
fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and
it was so. And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his
kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and
God saw that it was good. And the evening and the morning were the third day.

¶ And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, in the first month, the
first day of the month, the waters were dried up from off the earth: and Noah
removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and, behold, the face of the ground
was dry. And in the second month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month,
was the earth dried. ¶ And God spake unto Noah, saying, Go forth of the ark,
thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons' wives with thee. Bring forth with
thee every living thing that is with thee, of all flesh, both of fowl, and of cattle,
and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth; that they may breed
abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful, and multiply upon the earth. ...

  
And the LORD smelled a sweet savour; and the LORD said in his heart, I will not
again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's
heart is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing
living, as I have done. While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold
and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.



3.  Gen. 9:1, 7

4.  Mark 4:26–32

5.  Matt. 13:31, 32

6.  Matt. 17:14–16, 18–20

And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the earth. ...

  
And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply; bring forth abundantly in the earth, and
multiply therein.

¶ And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into the
ground; And should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed should spring
and grow up, he knoweth not how. For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself;
first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear. But when the fruit
is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is
come. ¶ And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? or with
what comparison shall we compare it? It is like a grain of mustard seed, which,
when it is sown in the earth, is less than all the seeds that be in the earth: But
when it is sown, it groweth up, and becometh greater than all herbs, and
shooteth out great branches; so that the fowls of the air may lodge under the
shadow of it.

¶ Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like
to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: Which
indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among
herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the
branches thereof.

¶ And when they were come to the multitude, there came to him a certain man,
kneeling down to him, and saying, Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is
lunatic, and sore vexed: for ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and oft into the
water. And I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not cure him. ...

  
And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him: and the child was
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cured from that very hour. Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why
could not we cast him out? And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief:
for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say
unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and
nothing shall be impossible unto you.

The violet lifts her blue eye to greet the early spring.

Mortals have a modus of their own, undirected and unsustained by God. They
produce a rose through seed and soil, and bring the rose into contact with the
olfactory nerves that they may smell it. ... God alone makes and
clothes the lilies of the field, and this He does by means of Mind, not
matter.

Human 
 falsities

Spiritual development germinates not from seed sown in the soil of material
hopes, but when these decay, Love propagates anew the higher joys of Spirit,
which have no taint of earth. Each successive stage of experience unfolds new
views of divine goodness and love.

Genesis i. 11. And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding
seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon
the earth: and it was so. 

  
The universe of Spirit reflects the creative power of the divine Principle, or Life,
which reproduces the multitudinous forms of Mind and governs the
multiplication of the compound idea man. The tree and herb do not
yield fruit because of any propagating power of their own, but
because they reflect the Mind which includes all. ...
 
... Creation is ever appearing, and must ever continue to appear from the nature
of its inexhaustible source. Mortal sense inverts this appearing and calls ideas

Divine 
 propagation
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material. Thus misinterpreted, the divine idea seems to fall to the level of a
human or material belief, called mortal man. But the seed is in itself, only as the
divine Mind is All and reproduces all — as Mind is the multiplier, and Mind's
infinite idea, man and the universe, is the product. The only intelligence or
substance of a thought, a seed, or a flower is God, the creator of it. Mind is the
Soul of all. Mind is Life, Truth, and Love which governs all.

Genesis i. 13. And the evening and the morning were the third day. 
 
The third stage in the order of Christian Science is an important one to the
human thought, letting in the light of spiritual understanding. This period
corresponds to the resurrection, when Spirit is discerned to be the Life of all,
and the deathless Life, or Mind, dependent upon no material
organization.

Rising to 
 the light

The description is metaphoric. Spiritual teaching must always be by symbols.
Did not Jesus illustrate the truths he taught by the mustard-seed and the
prodigal?

Science reveals only one Mind, and this one shining by its own light
and governing the universe, including man, in perfect harmony. This
Mind forms ideas, its own images, subdivides and radiates their borrowed light,
intelligence, and so explains the Scripture phrase, “whose seed is in itself.” Thus
God's ideas “multiply and replenish the earth.” The divine Mind supports the
sublimity, magnitude, and infinitude of spiritual creation.

Spiritual 
 subdivision

Here is the emphatic declaration that God creates all through Mind, not through
matter, — that the plant grows, not because of seed or soil, but because growth
is the eternal mandate of Mind. Mortal thought drops into the
ground, but the immortal creating thought is from above, not from
beneath. Because Mind makes all, there is nothing left to be made by a lower

Growth is 
 from Mind
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power. Spirit acts through the Science of Mind, never causing man to till the
ground, but making him superior to the soil. Knowledge of this lifts man above
the sod, above earth and its environments, to conscious spiritual harmony and
eternal being.

Who will say that minerals, vegetables, and animals have a propagating property
of their own? Who dares to say either that God is in matter or that matter exists
without God? Has man sought out other creative inventions, and so changed the
method of his Maker? 

  
Which institutes Life, — matter or Mind? Does Life begin with Mind or with
matter? Is Life sustained by matter or by Spirit? Certainly not by both, since
flesh wars against Spirit and the corporeal senses can take no cognizance of
Spirit. The mythologic theory of material life at no point resembles the
scientifically Christian record of man as created by Mind in the image and
likeness of God and having dominion over all the earth.

Mind made the “plant of the field before it was in the earth.” The
periods of spiritual ascension are the days and seasons of Mind's
creation, in which beauty, sublimity, purity, and holiness — yea, the divine
nature — appear in man and the universe never to disappear.

Divine nature 
appearing
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